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Isomeric flag –G for DECAY-DATA 
The current EXFOR Formats Manual explains that the use of the isomeric flag -G is optional in the nuclide field of DECAY-DATA. I propose to treat it as obligatory due to the following reason:
Authors often do not show existence of the isomeric state explicitly (e.g., 198Ag instead of 198gAg), and consequently the compiler may not realize existence of its metastable state. It does not create a problem in compilation in many cases. However I observe sometimes the compiler overlook the existence of the metastable state and it results in a wrong REACTION coding.
Example (D6212.007 in PRELIM.D090)
The 45Sc(16O,x)52gFe (8.3 h) cross section is compiled from Table 1 and Fig.3 of Avinash Agarwal et al., EPJ Conf. Ser. 38(2012)17001. There is an isomer (46 sec, IT ~ 0%), and therefore the REACTION and DECAY-DATA should be
REACTION   (21-SC-45(8-O-16,X)26-FE-52-G,CUM,SIG)
DECAY-DATA (26-FE-52-G,8.3HR)

where –G of DECAY-DATA is now optional in our current rule. However the compiler did not know about existence of the 46 sec metastable state and its isomeric transition probability, and provided the following wrong REACTION code:
REACTION   (21-SC-45(8-O-16,X)26-FE-52,CUM,SIG)
DECAY-DATA (26-FE-52,8.3HR)

This problem may be avoided if the compiler is always required to add –G in DECAY-DATA whenever a metastable state exists.
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Another good example is seen in PRELIM.3169 (31714.047, 31750.029, 31570.034, 31750.036). I can check every new preliminary tape by a small program for detection of missing –G, and can ask the originating centre addition of -G to the DECAY-DATA. (I think CHEX also made an error or warning message when I started EXFOR compilation.)
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